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Summary 

This research article explores how successful a learning experience is when taught solo 

by a classroom teacher or teacher librarian versus when teacher and librarian collaborate. 

Teachers and librarians from 16 schools across the country were invited to self-report on the 

results of a learning experience that they had conducted individually. Next the participants co-

taught a learning experience and completed a second self-report. In individually taught 

experiences an average of 48% of students met or exceeded the teacher’s highest expectations. 

When a learning experience was co-taught, however, that number increased to 70-100%. The 

author concludes that co-teaching is invaluable and recommends that teacher librarians devote at 

least 50% of their time to collaboration with classroom teachers. 

Critique 

The author introduces himself by informing readers that for the 7 years leading up to the 

present research he has written and presented about how to encourage the attitude that the library 

learning commons is at the heart of teaching and the school. The author biography included at 

the end of the article further states that he is a coeditor of Teacher Librarian, a professor of LIS, 

and former president of the AASL. Being such an established teacher librarian could bias the 

author towards thinking more highly of the teacher librarians involved in the study and giving 

more credit to their experience.  



The writing is approachable and engaging, while also being academic enough to inspire 

confidence. The author does make the mistake of being inconsistent in the level of formality 

used. Throughout the article the author switches back and forth from the more informal use of 

personal pronouns to the more formal 3rd person format. In the recommendations section of the 

article the author’s style is very commanding, giving his opinions very directly, telling the reader 

what they must do as if it is a given they will follow his commands. 

The research conducted by the author was fairly informal. The cooperating teachers were 

given surveys to report on the success or failure of their learning experiences and share their 

comments. No parameters were set for the requirements of the learning experiences they 

delivered, the amount of coordination to be considered a co-teaching experience, or assessment 

rubrics to provide and consistent expectation across the experiences taught at the different 

schools. Teachers and librarians were trusted to create appropriate expectations and assessments 

without guidance. This could skew the results due to one teacher having very low expectations 

and another teacher having incredibly high expectations. If this study were to be repeated it 

would be wise to set basic parameters to ensure that all participants are providing comparable 

information. 

Despite the potential for error the study shows such a significant rise in student 

performance across the board that it is hard to dismiss. This article makes a very strong case for 

the value of co-teaching, and in turn the value of teacher librarians to schools. Because school 

librarians are not just librarians but teacher librarians it is natural that co-teaching be a part of 

their routine. The results of the research presented in this article can be used to encourage and 

inspire collaboration between the classroom and the library. This article is a good starting point 



for opening a discussion between librarians and teachers about the value of co-teaching and 

should be recommended.   


