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Summary  

This professional article points out the technological inequality faced by students in rural 

areas. According to this article even though 95% of teens use the internet on a daily basis they 

are not receiving equitable access. Students in rural areas are limited by basic internet services 

that lack the broadband speeds to support significant online interactions. This technological lag 

prevents rural students from developing important digital literacy skills. The author advocates for 

increased access for students through the school internet. The author also encourages schools to 

evaluate their web filters and consider allowing more social sites to provide students with the 

means to participate in a wider community and develop digital citizenship. 

Critique  

The author has worked as a school librarian for many years and has also held leadership 

roles in the California School Library Association as well as the American Association of School 

Libraries. This demonstrates that she has the practical and professional knowledge to weigh in on 

matters concerning the school library. 

This article makes a compelling case for the need to increase access to the internet for 

rural students. The author uses a combination of statistical information and anecdotal 

experiences to make her point. The use of hard facts builds a solid scientific basis for the 

argument, while the anecdotal stories appeal to the sympathy of the reader. The balance of the 



two styles makes the article seem authoritative while remaining approachable. The statistical 

information is cited from other research while the anecdotal aspect comes from the author’s own 

interviews with rural teens. 

Although the article is readable and convincing, it lacks a strong call to action. The 

author makes some suggestions, but they are large-scale things, such as implementing a one-to-

one technology program, that can be difficult to achieve, especially with limited funds. The 

reader is left with a desire to help bring equitable technology access to rural teens but no real 

tools for accomplishing the goal.  

Digital literacy and equitable access fall under the purview of the school librarian so it is 

up to the librarian to be proactive in working to close the technology gap. Despite the fact that 

the article provides little direction, it can serve as a catalyst to get the school librarian interested 

in this issue. The school librarian can then take the initiative to investigate further, look for 

solutions, and advocate for students.  

This article should be recommended to those interested in the issue of the technology gap 

faced by rural students, but it is not a necessary read for all librarians everywhere. 

 


