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Summary 

This professional article encourages readers to develop as literacy leaders. The author’s stance is 

that teacher librarians have a responsibility to lead students to the right books. The necessity of 

literacy leaders to serve as role models for young readers is summarized using data from 

personal observations and an online survey. The article goes on to outline key practices of 

literacy leaders. Practices explored include modeling reading behaviors, talking about books, and 

knowing your community of readers.  

Critique 

The author establishes his credentials by stating that he has delivered many presentations, 

was a public library director for 25 years, and now writes, edits, and talks about books full-time. 

He frequently references his correspondence with Joel Shoemaker, the past president of the 

Young Adult Library Services Association, demonstrating to the reader that he is connected and 

respected in the community. The author acknowledges that his experience is in the public library 

and not the school library and there may be some bias in his conclusions. 

The article claims that it is imperative for teacher librarians to take on the role of literacy 

leaders. The author relies heavily on personal anecdotal experience, appealing to the audience to 

recall their own experiences to support the claims of the article. The primary research cited is a 

survey conducted by www.SmartGirl.org in association with the Young Adult Library Services 

Association’s annual Teen Read Week. Given that this survey was administered in 2005, when 



the internet was not as widely used, and conducted through a gender-specific website the results 

may not accurately reflect the beliefs and behaviors of the average school library patron. 

The style of this article is very casual. The author makes jokes, employs hyperbole, 

colloquialisms, rhetorical questions, and parenthetical comments to give the impression of a 

friendly conversation, as opposed to a dry lecture or recitation of facts. This made the article very 

approachable and enjoyable to read. 

The practices explored in the article may appear self-explanatory, and while the practices 

do indeed seem obvious they are critical for every teacher librarian and literacy leader to devote 

conscious time into developing. Sometimes it is the most simple of concepts that are forgotten. 

This article serves as a beneficial reminder and should be recommended to teacher librarians and 

to any person hoping to influence young readers.  


