
Name of journal and date of issue: Kirkus Reviews, May 15, 2017. 

 Describe the scope of the journal. This journal provides industry-first reviews of new 

releases in a variety of genres. This issue contains 324 reviews from more than 150 

reviewers. 

 What types of materials are reviewed? Kirkus is divided into four sections: fiction, 

non-fiction, children’s and teen, and indie. The reviews cover print and ebook formats.  

 Does the journal focus on a specific age or group? There is no age group focus. There 

is a section for children’s and teen books. 

 Are all the books recommended or not? Both positive and negative reviews are 

featured. Some reviews feature recommendations for similar books of higher quality.  

 Who reviews the books? Books are reviewed by a large number of contributors on a 

freelance/project basis. There were over 150 contributors to the print issue that I 

examined. 

 How are the books chosen for review? Are there certain criteria? To be reviewed in 

Kirkus a book must be new, not mas market, not self-published. No textbooks, technical, 

reference, specialized, or academic books are included. Beyond these general criteria the 

editors make individual judgement calls based on factors like merit and potential interest. 

 What special features does the journal regularly include? Each genre section of the 

journal begins with an index of the starred reviews. The page headings frequently contain 

catchy “hooks” for books reviewed on the page. Each review ends with a bolded one-

sentence summary of the review for quick skimming. Each genre section of the journal 

includes an editor’s note. 

 Does the journal tag books of exceptional quality? How? Exceptional books are 

indicated with a star inside of a circle. Books with a starred review are featured in an 

index at the beginning of the genre section so that readers can quickly find the highest 

recommended books.  

 What are the major differences in the print and website version? The website is 

searchable by title and has reviews from previous issues, making it possible to easily find 

a review for specific books and older releases. On the site you are able to browse by 

genre and filter the list to show only starred books, all recommended books, or all books.  

Each review on the site has convenient links to places to purchase the books reviewed. In 

the print version instead of clickable links to purchase books each review includes the 

publisher, ISBN, and price. 

 Did you prefer electronic or print? Were there limitations to the journal website? I 

prefer the website personally. The site is more accessible, contains many more titles than 

a single issue, and can be searched for specific titles. From my exploration I did not find 

any limitations. I searched the site for many of the books reviewed in the print edition 

and all of the reviews were available to see. A year subscription to the print edition costs 

$199, a hefty amount. If there are limitations on the site that I have not yet discovered, I 

doubt that they are inconvenient enough to be worth spending $199 a year. 

  



Name of journal and date of issue: School Library Journal, October 2017 

 Describe the scope of the journal. This journal includes articles on a variety of topics 

relating to the school library, from policies to technology, as well as reviews for new 

books, media, and apps. 

 What types of materials are reviewed? SLJ reviews books, ebooks, audiobooks, DVDs, 

and apps. 

 Does the journal focus on a specific age or group? The journal itself is targeted to 

school librarians. The reviews are primarily for books/media aimed at K-12 students. 

They do include reviews for adult books for teens and professional books for teachers and 

librarians. 

 Are all the books recommended or not? Both positive and negative reviews are 

included. 

 Who reviews the books? Reviews are done by volunteers who are practicing librarians. 

Reviewers are assigned books and given a guide for what to be on the lookout for and 

what to include in their reviews.  

 How are the books chosen for review? Are there certain criteria? Publishers may 

submit new children’s, young adult, and professional books for review at least three 

months prior to publication. Not all submissions are reviewed. According to their review 

submissions page “each title is evaluated on its literary and illustrative quality, its clarity 

and accuracy of presentation, as well as its appeal to the intended audience” (School 

Library Journal, 2017).  

 What special features does the journal regularly include? The final page of each issue 

lists the books/media featured that received starred reviews and lists the page number of 

the review for quick reference to the best reads. Each issue includes a section of reviews 

of multimedia such as DVDs, audiobooks, and CDs. A very useful feature of SLJ is the 

Collection Building section, which includes articles about specific types of books or 

topics to add to your collection. The contents section of the print journal features a 

sidebar listing current content on slj.com, including events such as online seminars and 

conferences. Each review concludes with a “verdict” on whether it is recommended and 

what type of library might want to purchase it. 

 Does the journal tag books of exceptional quality? How? Highly recommended books 

are marked with a red star next to their title. A list of starred books can be found at the 

back of the journal.  

 What are the major differences in the print and website version? The website 

features many of the articles found in the print journal, but the titles are not exactly the 

same and may contain more/less information. The site features many professional 

development resources including webcasts. Many reviews can be found via search engine 

on the site, but I was unable to find all the reviews from the print version on the website. 

The website updates more frequently than the print edition is published so the content is 

more up-to-the-minute. 

 Did you prefer electronic or print? Were there limitations to the journal website? 
Overall I prefer the print version. The website is very handy for learning about events and 

for searching for reviews, but it does not include all of the content that can be found in 

the print version. The site is a faster way to locate reviews of specific books, especially 

from older issues, but I prefer the print version for browsing the new reviews and reading 



articles. The search feature on the website did not always return relevant results, which 

inhibited its usefulness.  

 

 

How useful are these journals in a school library setting? 
There are only so many hours in a day and a great many of them are already spoken for by 

work, family, cleaning, grocery shopping, and on and on. With so many books coming out every 

month and such a limited amount of time in which to read it would be utterly impossible for any 

librarian to read them all. It is important that librarians are familiar with the books in their 

collection and current releases so that they can select books to compliment the current collection 

and make recommendations to students. Reviews in professional journals offer librarians a way 

to stay up-to-date and make informed purchasing decisions and recommendations.  
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