
Melody Ellison Observation Assignment Spring 2018 

Link to video of lesson: https://youtu.be/71guziqxERs 

Link to Prezi used in lesson: 

http://prezi.com/oweqnyjqimeh/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 

 

Observer: Nicole Santos 

3rd grade classroom teacher 

Alice D. Contreras Elementary School 

Nicole.Santos@fwisd.org 

 

This assignment ended up being more challenging than I anticipated. The lesson itself 

was not the difficult part, it was the filming that gave me complications. I taught the lesson a 

total of four times. The first three times all had some kind of technical difficulty. Even on the 

fourth try there was a technical snag where the camera stopped recording, but fortunately I had a 

camera operator who switched it back on within two seconds. This small jump occurs at the 

23:35 timestamp of the recording. 

I decided to do Option 3, Choice 1 for this lesson. My school library uses Destiny Quest, 

but the students do not get any training on how to search the library catalog. For my lesson I 

focused on teaching about the five different types of searches on Destiny; what they are and how 

to use them. The lesson was originally intended for 4th grade, but after delivering it to all the 

available 4th grade classes and having technical hiccups every time I had to adjust and change it 

to 3rd grade. 

Having to do the lesson four times was frustrating to say the least, but from that 

experience I was able to see how every class was different and needed different supports to be 

successful. In the first class I learned that I needed to verbally spell out “library” when they were 

typing it into their browsers because many of them were typing “libary” and were not able to 

find the page. In the second class I learned that I needed to address the topic of eBooks in the 

catalog because they had lots of questions about them. In the third class I learned I needed to 

speak more slowly so that the LEP students could process the instructions.  

 Three things I learned from my observer: 

1. I was well prepared with my presentation, handout, and exit ticket. The handout was very 

helpful to the students because I covered a lot of information in a short period of time and 

having a “cheat sheet” helped them follow. 

2. The students were engaged by the lesson. They had no idea that they could look at the 

library catalog online and were very excited to see books that they want to read. 

3. The students may not have very many opportunities to apply the lesson. Any time a 

student has access to computers there is always something they are supposed to be doing. 
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Ellison Observation Lesson Plan INFO 5405 

Materials: class set of Chromebooks, teacher laptop, projector display, printed handout, printed exit tickets, 

Prezi presentation 

Objective Students will be able to use the Destiny library homepage to conduct searches for books and 

resources by selecting the appropriate search type (subject, keyword, title, author, or series). 

Opening 

Activity:  

Introduce yourself to the students. Have students log in to their Chromebooks and open the 

library homepage by navigating to the URL displayed on the screen. Distribute handouts. 

Direct 

Instruction Or 

Teaching 

Prezi: http://prezi.com/oweqnyjqimeh/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 

Guide students to the library catalog page. 

Explain what the catalog is. 

Show students the handout. Tell them to write down any books they see that they want to 

remember. 

Define keyword search. Explain when to use them. Use YouTube searches as an example. 

Have students do a keyword search for drawing. Discuss results. Point out that there are 

different genres of books in the keyword search results.  

Navigate back to catalog search page. 

Prompt students to define title. Explain when to use a title search. Give the example of A 

Wrinkle in Time. Have students do a title search for A Wrinkle in Time. Highlight the silent W 

in Wrinkle. 

Ask students to think about what “1 of 1 available” means when they see it on the catalog.  

Emphasize how searching before going to the library will maximize their library time. 

Navigate back to the catalog search page.  

Prompt students to define what an author is. Explain the author search. Use the example of 

Dav Pilkey. Have students do an author search for Dav Pilkey. 

Prompt students for examples of other author searches they could do. 

Navigate back to the catalog search page. 

Prompt students to define subject. Explain what the subject search is and when to use it. 

Use example of the library animal research contest. Prompt students to think about how they 

could find a book about an animal to use for the project. Have students do a subject search for 

sloth. Point out that not all the results are nonfiction.  

Navigate back to the catalog search page. 

Prompt students to define what a series is. Explain the series search and when to use it. Have 

students do a series search for Diary of a Wimpy Kid. Prompt students for ideas of other series 

they could search. 

Show students how to tell if a book is a physical copy or an eBook in the library catalog. 

 

Guided 

Application 

Assist students with the search scenarios listed on the presentation. Prompt students to explain 

what type of searches to use.  

Assessment Exit ticket. 
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Exit Ticket 

1. How many books does our library have about dogs? 

 

2. What are two books in our library written by Mo Willems? 

 

3. Who is the author of the book Real Friends? 

 

4. How many books of the Whatever After series do we have in our library? 

 

5. I want to find a book that has something to do with pickles. What search should I use? 

  



Melody Ellison Observation Assignment Spring 2018 

Handout 


